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Welcome from the President 
 

Term 4 is a very exciting one for Design & Technology 

teachers!  First off we have Design & Technology 

Week, and thanks to all of you who have signed up 

already.  
 

 

So far, we know that at least 4000 students will be participating in an exciting 

rage of activities and events, both in-school and at external events – all 

designed to promote our learning area and it’s not too late to register – get 

involved now!  

  

Plus make sure you promote the great range of events being offered by our 

partner organisations to your students and their families.  We’re running Future 

Engineers with Engineers Australia on the 13th of October, which will offer 

students, their teachers and families all they need to know about further study 

and a career in Engineering.  Akorn Education Services are running two Full 

STEAM Ahead programs, Deakin University are opening the doors to 

their CADET facility and Discovery Science & Technology Centre are running 

a Solar Power Day for families – all not to be missed!  

 

 

The 19th of October is the DATTA Vic Special 

Members’ Event & AGM, and we’d like to invite 

you all to attend.  This is our chance to say 

thanks to our members with a glass of wine, and 

give you all the chance to have a say in the future 

of your professional association. 
 

 

Last, but by no means least, we have our Makerspace 2016 conference coming 

up on the 8th of December at NCAT in Preston.  This is a great chance to learn 

new skills, discover new technologies, network with colleagues and explore 

best practice and new approaches to teaching and learning. Registrations are 

open, so book your place now!  

 

http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/150
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/150
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/future-engineers-engineers-australia-pl16062
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/future-engineers-engineers-australia-pl16062
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/139
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/139
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-experience-design-engineering-cadet-pl16040
http://www.discovery.asn.au/
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/special-members-evening-engineers-australia-pl16033
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/special-members-evening-engineers-australia-pl16033
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/makerspace-conference-2016


 

 

  

News from the VCAA 
  

Top Designs 2017  
Review of Product Design and Technology  

 

 

Top Designs 2017  

Applications are now open on the VCE Season of Excellence webpage for Top 

Designs for VCE Product Design and Technology and VCE Systems 

Engineering. 

 

For 2017, the VCAA is also trialling online applications. Both online and hard 

copy applications will be available this year, and students should submit one 

application per subject, either hard copy or online. 

 

 

It is highly recommended that your students 

apply early, in case of technical difficulties or 

delays with Australia Post. Online applications 

are now open. Applications close Thursday 13 

October 2016. 

 

 

Refer to the Top Designs Frequently Asked Questions and Copyright 

Guidelines for further information. 

 

Review of Product Design and Technology  

Product Design and Technology is currently undergoing a minor review. Thank 

you to everyone who contributed to the consultation process. The updated 

study design, to be implemented in 2018, will be published in Term 1 2017. 

 

Leanne Compton 

Curriculum Manager, Design and Technologies 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/excellenceawards/seasonofexcellence/index.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/excellenceawards/seasonofexcellence/generalinfo/faqs.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/soe/form/SoE-2017-general-copyright-guidelines.docx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/soe/form/SoE-2017-general-copyright-guidelines.docx


 

The Makerspace 2016 Conference 

 

 

 

Registrations are now open for the DATTA Vic Makerspace 2016 conference, 

which will take place at NCAT on the 8th of December. We'll be 

exploring STEM learning & teaching, creative problem solving and design 

thinking, as well as the joy of making in the classroom! 

 

With over 30 workshops for both primary and secondary teachers, a wide range 

of trade exhibitors showcasing the latest technologies and resources and the 

live finals of our student competition - So You Think You Can Design - 

Textiles, this is one not to miss! 

 

Download the conference program HERE, and Register HERE   

 

Can't wait to see you there! 

 

http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/makerspace-conference-2016
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/sites/default/files/Makerspace%202016%20program%203rd%20Oct.pdf
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/makerspace-2016-registration-form#overlay-context=


 

 

The DATTA Aus Conference - 

Creating Context for Learning in Technology Education  

 

 

Bookings are open now for the 3rd National DATTA Conference to be held at 
the University of South Australia Dec1st-3rd 2016 . 

To register, click HERE or contact Larry Spry on Larry.spry@unisa.edu.au for 
more information. 

 

 

Design & Technology Week 2016  

  

 

Thanks to all of the schools and organisations who have signed up already 

forDesign & Technology Week 2016!  Almost 4000 students will be taking part 

in a range of in-school activities - from lunchtime makerspaces to marshmallow 

challenges, and So You Think You Can Design - Textiles to the Smart City 

Challenge!!! 

 

 

They'll also be joining our partner organisations 

at some fantastic events, including Future 

Engineerswith Engineers Australia, Full STEaM 

Ahead with Akorn Educational Services and 

Discover Engineering at Deakin CADET! 

 

But there's still time to sign up - get your students 

engaged in D&T and shout loud to the rest of 

your school about how creative, challenging and 

vital our learning area is!  Register HERE, and 

explore thewebsite for ideas, resources and 

event details. 
 

http://dattaaustralia.com/details-for-all.html
http://dattaaustralia.com/program-and-registration.html
mailto:Larry.spry@unisa.edu.au
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/so-you-think-you-can-design-1
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/future-engineers-engineers-australia-pl16062
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/future-engineers-engineers-australia-pl16062
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/139
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/139
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/?q=node/150
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/


 

And any of you catching a movie at Hoyts Cinema in Melbourne over the next 

few weeks - keep an eye out for Engineers Australia's ad about Engineering as 

a career, which features a promotion for Design & Technology 

Week!  ThanksEngineers Australia for all your support! 

 

 

The DATTA Vic Special Members' Event & AGM  

  

 

We'd like to welcome all of our members to a special evening on the 19th of 

October, to thank you for all of your support and participation. As well as having 

the chance to take part in our AGM and have a say in our future activities, you'll 

get the chance to explore Engineers Australia's fantastic new facilities at 600 

Bourke Street in Melbourne (pictured). 

 

 

And we'll also have the amazing opportunity to hear a 

talk by Esther Warren MIEAust CPEng.   

 

Esther is Senior Project Manager with Metro Trains, 

and will be discussing her work, the issues of attracting 

girls to careers in STEM and using design and 

engineering for community good. 
 

 

By attending you'll get a Certificate of Participation in PL, the chance to network 

with colleagues and a glass or two of wine for you all! 

 

This is a free event, but bookings are essential.  To register, click HERE. 

 

https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/victoria-division
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/special-members-evening-engineers-australia-pl16033


 

Professional Learning in Term 4 

  

 

DATTA Vic is on the road throughout term 4, delivering VCE PD&T Exam 
Prepsessions for students throughout Victoria.  We'll be in: 

 

Mildura on the 7th October; 
 
Bendigo on the 7th October 
 
Gippsland on the 7th October 

Melbourne (NGV) on the 10th Oct 
 
Geelong on the 14th October 
 
Horsham on the 14th October 

 

Click on the links above for more information and to register. 
 

 

 

And for textiles teachers - Jo Roszkowski will be 

running a workshop on Hot Bundle Botanical Print 

Dying  on the 20th October, 4pm - 6pm at Ruyton Girls' 

School. Click HERE to register. This is a great session 

for anyone who wants to introduce eco-dying to the 

classroom. 
 

 

 

We'll also be announcing details soon for a VCE PD&T Units 1 & 3  workshop 

towards the end of term, for those of you who want to get ready for 2017! 

 

 

http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/mildura-vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-pl16037
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/bendigo-vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-pl16060
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/gippsland-vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-pl16041
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-national-gallery-victoria-polycom-pl16038
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-national-gallery-victoria-polycom-pl16038
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-experience-design-engineering-cadet-pl16040
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/horsham-vce-pdt-students-exam-prep-pl16036
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/hot-bundle-botanical-print-dyeing-pl160159


 

Professional Learning Term 3 - Recap 

  

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in DATTA Vic's Professional Learning 

program in Term 3.  Just a few of the highlights were; 

 

 

*10 STEAM Models to run from a Picaxe 
Microcontroller (pictured above) 
 
*CREO 2.0 Training 
 
*VEX Robotics Intensive 
 
*VCE Systems Engineering Teachers' Exam 
Prep 
 
*The Big Wool Day Out! (pictured right) 
 
*OHS in the Technology Classroom 

 

 

 

DATTA Vic also delivered two sessions on 

theNew Design & Technology Curriculum  - 

one at Swinburne University and another at 

the Discovery Science and Technology Centre in 

Bendigo - and the latter got quite a bit of interest 

from the local press!   
 

 

Thanks to the efforts of Discovery's Manager Jonathan Ridnell, our workshop 

made it into print, and was featured on ABD radio too! 

 

Click HERE to read an article from the Bendigo Advertiser and HERE for our 

feature in the Bendigo Weekly.  And a huge thanks to all the enthusiastic, 

committed teachers who came along and made it a really successful and news-

worthy day! 

 

http://www.discovery.asn.au/
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/4052019/teachers-set-for-next-year/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7ed735b6928a1ab8d30e6f12a/_compresseds/0b990123-3026-48d3-a2d2-3aa844877623.jpg


 

VEX Robotics News  

  

 

We have had a great start to our DATTA Vic VEX Robotics season. Teams 

from around the State have competed at events at both Camberwell High 

School and Highvale Secondary College.  Students are building robots to 

compete in the VEX Starstruck game where they'll try to get as many stars and 

cubes to the opposition’s side as they can in two minutes. There is also a bonus 

if the robot can hang on a one meter high pole at the end of the match! 

 

In the short time between the tournaments we have seen massive leaps in 

robot design. At the August Camberwell High School tournament we had some 

great robots, but most were limited to simple game play. By the September 

tournament at High Vale College we had robots throwing cubes and stars and 

even getting the hanging bonus at the end of the match!  

 

 

Special mention goes to the Highvale girls’ team 

(pictured) for being the first team in Australia to 

receive a high hanging bonus. We have three 

more tournaments planned for this year 

-  Hillcrest College in October, Emmaus College 

in November and the National Championships at 

Galen Catholic College in Wangaratta. 

  

If you are interested in VEX Robotics  please 

contact Laura at pl@datta.vic.edu.au 

 

 



 

University News 

  

 

Swinburne University - Discover Design  

  

Those of you who attended our STEAMpunk Conference back in May will know 

that the 10 finalists of So You Think You Can Design were all given the 

amazing opportunity to participate in Swinburne University's Discover 

Design .  This week-long holiday program was designed to give students an 

introduction to further study and a career in design. Click HERE to watch 

their film- and thanks again Swinburne for your ongoing support for SYTYCD! 
 

 

 

Deakin Build World -First 

Robotic Surgical System With a 

Sense of Touch  

 

Click HERE for the full story about 

the HeroSurg Robot. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/content/so-you-think-you-can-design-1
https://vimeo.com/176590345
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/media-releases/articles/deakin-builds-world-first-robotic-surgical-system-with-sense-of-touch


 

Teaching Resources  

 

      If The Blind Could See                            Not So Fast Fashion  

 

 

Watch this 

fantastic TEDxMelbourne Talkby 

Australian entrepreneurs Alberto Rizzoli 

and Marita Cheng, who created an app 

that could radically change life for 

blind people.  A great example of service 

and human-centred-design.  

 

Melbourne Spring Fashion Week may be 

over the 2016, but this great article from 

the Age looks at developments in 

sustainable and ethical fashion, with a 

focus on Melbourne 

designers.  ClickHERE to read it. 

 

 

TESLA Motors ï 
the Future of Electric Cars  

Top 20 Technologies &  
Tools for a Makerspace  

 

 

Interested in the future of transport and 

sustainability? Click HERE to watch 

National Geographic's documentary about 

the TESLA electric car and the innovative 

factory where it is made. 

 

Kevin Jarret, a Middle School Technology 

teacher from New Jersey has put 

together a list of the 20 essential  

ingredients for a successful school 

Makerspace!  Click HERE to see his full 

blog post. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tedxtalks.ted.com/video/If-the-blind-could-see-Marita-C
http://www.theage.com.au/entertainment/m20cover-20160802-gqjdwe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSa5MgMGoJA
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/making-makerspace-top-20-technologies-tools-kevin-jarrett?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=socialflow
https://vimeo.com/152309967


 

Design Council Spark 2016 - Life-changing Products 

  

 

Each year the UK's Design Council Spark identifies and awards the most exciting product 

designs that have the potential to change lives. In 2016, 13 amazing innovations were 

chosen - from a portable baby rocker to magnetic fasteners for arthritis sufferers.  If you 

want some inspiration for your students, you can explore the all the products HERE! 
 

 

Teacher Workshops from Adobe 

  

 

Adobe are running several professional learning workshops for teachers on Adobe 

Creative Cloud in Victoria in term 4.  They'll be at Independent Schools Victoria on the 13th 

October, and St Mary's Geelong on the 8th of November. Visit their Adobe for 

Education website to find out more. 

 

http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/what-we-do/design-council-spark
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/news-opinion/meet-spark-inventors-2016
https://spark.adobe.com/page/jBL78/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/jBL78/


 

What's On In Victoria 

 

Viktor & Rolf at the NGV                      Solar Power Day in Bendigo  

 

 

 

 

The spectacular and avant-garde 

creations of international fashion 

house Viktor & Rolf are coming to the 

NGV this October.  Book now.  

     Our fantastic friends at Discovery      

     Bendigo are running a Solar Power      

     Day for families on the 15th October as  

     part of Design & Technology Week.  

 

 

What's on in Tasmania  

 

 

Design Tasmania - Wood Collection  

  

Design Tasmania is celebrating the 25th Year of the Wood 

Collection with an exhibition showcasing the entire 71 

exquisitely made-designs they have acquired over the last 

quarter century. 

 

The display is on show until the 22nd of November at Design 

Tasmania in City Park, Launceston.  For more information, 

click HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tracking.wordfly.com/view/?sid=NTYzXzMxMDhfNTk5NjJfNzE0Nw&l=29e24eb4-df6f-e611-bdf9-e41f1345a46a&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=V%26RSolusGeneral&utm_content=version_A&promo=3272
http://www.discovery.asn.au/index.php/whats-up/discovery-events#Des
http://www.discovery.asn.au/index.php/whats-up/discovery-events#Des
http://www.datta.vic.edu.au/designandtechnologyweek/
https://designtasmania.com.au/
https://designtasmania.com.au/25-years-of-the-wood-collection/


 

Other News  

 

 

Digital Literacy School Grants  

The Digital Literacy School Grants are an initiative under 

the Inspiring all Australians in Digital Literacy and 

STEM measure of the National Innovation and Science 

Agenda. 

 

 

Grants of between $10,000 and $50,000 are available for schools and other organisations 

to encourage and facilitate implementation of the new Australian Curriculum: Digital 

Technologies. Grants will be awarded for project proposals that demonstrate innovative 

methods for driving enhanced digital literacy in schools. 

 

 

DATTA Vic - Staff Changes Again!  

 

 

Davone Pope, our former Finance Officer has moved on 

from DATTA Vic and we wish her all the best in her new 

job. 

 

Hannah Lewincamp will now take on the role of Office 

Administrator, and is the first port of call for all things 

membership or financial!   
 

 

She'll be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and can be  

contacted on 03 9349 1538 or admin@datta.vic.edu.au. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://education.gov.au/digital-literacy-school-grants-dlsg


 

Renewing your DATTA Vic Membership for 2017  

  

 

Dear members, Hannah will be sending out your DATTA Vic membership renewals early in 

November.  Please contact her on admin@datta.vic.edu.au/03 9349 1538 if your details 

have changed, or you have any questions. 

 

Being a members of DATTA Vic comes with some great benefits, including: 

 

¶ Free resources 

¶ Discounted PL & Conference 

rates 

¶ Reduced prices on text books 

¶ Support with curriculum 

implementation 

¶ Expert Advice 

¶ Networking opportunities 

¶ Help with OH&S issues 

¶ and much, much more 

 

You also get to be part of something that benefits the Design & Technology learning area 

as a whole. DATTA Vic works hard on a range of programs each year, including; 

  

¶ Consulting with the DET on OH&S issues on behalf of teachers 

¶ Consulting with the VCAA on curriculum  

¶ Lobbying Universities on the entrance requirements for Design & Technology-

based courses 

¶ Developing new resources for students and teachers 

¶ Carrying out regional workshops 

¶ Working on partnership projects to develop cross-curricular teaching opportunities 

¶ Running student design competitions 

¶ Establishing free initiatives like Design & Technology Week  



 

 

 

But we can't do it without your support!  We'd love you to be 

part of DATTA Vic!   

 

If you're not already a member, contact Laura at 

pl@datta.vic.edu.au to talk about the benefits of DATTA Vic - 

for you, your students and your school. 

 

 

 

 


